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of speech were more than those in which

languages were brought to perfection. In

reasoning upon facts all suppositions ought to

be thrown aside, until every thing presented by

Nature is examined. In iomg this se shall

descend from the most enlightened to a people

vhic1i are less so; from those to others yet

more rude, but still subject to kings and laws;

from these to savages, among whom there are

is many shades as in the civilized nations;

some of them we shall fInd forming nations

subject to chiefs; others, in sm1Ter bodies

governed by certain customs ; and others, the

most soltarv and independent, united in fa

miles, and submitting to their fathers. Thus

an empire and a monarchy, a family and a fa'

ther, are the two extremes of soci&y; and

these extremes are likewise the limits of Na

ture ; for if they extended further in traversing

the different solitudes of the earth, we must

have found these human creatures void of

speech, the males separated from the females,

the cli ildren abandoned, &c. In contradiction

to this, I however assert, that it is impossible to

maintain that man ever existed without form

hig families, because the children must in

evitably have perished had they not been at

tended for several years. This physical tie

ecssity alone is a sufficient demonstration that

the
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