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the human species could neither multiply nor

exist without society, arid that the attachment

of parents to their children is natural because

it is necessary ; this attachment was also stil

ilcient to habituate them to certain signs and

sounds, and to accustom them to the expres
sions of sentiment and desire; of this we are

convinced by the facts that the most solitary

savages have, like other men, the use of signs
and speech. Thus we know that the pure

state of nature is that of a savage living in a

desart. but living with his family, knowing his

children, and being known by them, using

words, and making himself understood. Nci

thier do the savage girl, found in the woods of

Champagne, nor the wild man, in the forests

of Hanover, prove any thing to the contrary.

They had lived in absolute solitude, and there

fore could have no idea of society or of words;

but had they met, Nature would have prompt

ed an attachment,which attach ment would soon

have taught them to make themselves under

stood; they would first have learned the lan

guage of love, and then that of tenderness for

their offspring. Besides, these must have

sprung from parents living in society, and left

by them at the age of four or five years, when

they had sufficient strength to procure sub-

sistence,
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