e e - e—

http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

NATURAL HISTORY. 115

animals, which feed on herbs are under a phy-
sical nccessity of feeding on them alore, al-
though carnivorous animals cannot exist with-
out flesh : we only mean it to be understood,
that thesc which havescverzl stomachs can be
supported without such solid food ; not but
they might make use of it if Nature had fur-
nished them with talons to seize on prey, since
we find sheep, calves, goats, and horses,
greedily eat milk and eggs, and do not refuse
even meat which has been seasoned with salt ;
it may, therefore, be said, that ataste for flesh
is a predominant appetite in all animals, and
that it is more or less vehement, or moderate,
according to their particular conformation,
since we find it not only in man and quadru-
peds, but in fishes insects, and worms ; for the
Jatter of which, indeed, all flesh scems to be
ultimately destined.

In all animals nutrition is performed by or-
ganic particles, which, scparated from the
gross mass of food by digestion, mingle with
the blood, and assimilate with all parts of the
body. But, independently of this principal
effect arising from the quality, there is another
which depcnds on the quantity of the food.
The stomach and infestines of supple mem-
branes, which accupy a considerable space in
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