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them until they have shed their first teeth, and

completed their new; when, having acquired

talents for rapine, and learned industry and

courage from her example, site leaves them o

shift for themselves, being herself about to be

engaged in the care of a new progeny.

Both males and females are capable ofgene

rating when two years old. It is probable that

the female may be more forward than the male;

it is, however, certain, that they are not in

clined to copulate before the second winter,

v1iich necessarily implies IS or 20 months of

age; a s1iewo1f, which I reared, discovered

no symptoms until the third winter, when.

.she was more than two years and a half old.

iluntsmcn assert that in every litter there are

more males than females, which seems to con

firm the general remark, that Nature, in all

species, produces more of the former titan the

latter. From them also we learn that some of

the males attach themselves to the females, and

accompany them until they are about to bring
forth, when site steals from him, and carefully
hides her young, lest he should devour them

immediately after birth; but that when

brought forth, lie takes the same care of them

as the female, carries them provisions, and if

the mother happens to be killed, he carefully

.brings them up. I cannot, however, pre

tend
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