
NATURAL HISTORY.

nimble than the wolf, he never trusts entirely

to the swiftness of his course, but contrives

himselfan asylum, where he retires in cases of

necessity, and in which he dwells and brings

tip his young.

As among men, those who lead a domestic

life are more civilized than perpetual wander

era; so, among animals, the taking possessioll of

a home, supposes a superior degree of instinct.

The choice of situation, the art of rendering it

a convenient habitation, and concealing the

entrance to it, likewise indicate superior skill

and industry. Endowed with both these, the

fox turns them to his advantage, lie fixes his

residence at the edge of the wood, yet not far

from some cottage or hamlet; he listens to th

crowing of a cock, and the ctcing of'otlier

poultry ; lie scents them at a distce ; lie judi

ciously chooses his time; creeps siiiy alo)g ;

suddenly makes the attack, an rrc1y r1uins

without his booty. If he can get into the

hen-roost, lie puts all to death, and rciire

with part of his prey, which he conceals at some

distance; he then i-eturns for more, which he

takes away arid hides in the same manner,

though in a different place ; and this practice

he continues, till, warned by the approach of

day, or the movements of the family, he retires

to
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