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NATURAL HISTORY. 161

nor is the terrier able to contend with him at
the bottom of his hole. In this case he remains
‘secure; but if he can be dug out, the usual
way is to carry him in a bag {o some distance,
and there set him loose before the hounds.
His shifts to escape, when all retreats to his
kennel are cut off, are various and surprising.
He will then proceed in a direct line before
the hounds, but making to the most woody
grounds, he takes to those paths most entan-
gled with thorns and briars, and seldom fails
to-extremely harass and fatigue the dogs.

The most effectual method of destroying fox-
cs,is to lay traps for them, baited with flesh, live
pigeons, or fowls. I oncesuspended on a tree,
nine feet high, some meat, bread,and bones, at
which the foxes had been so cager in leaping,
that in the morning the ground round it was
beaten as smooth as a barn floor. The fox is ex-
tremely voracious; for besides flesh, heeats with
equal avidity,eggs, milk, cheese, fruit,and par-
ticularly grapes. When he cannot procurca
sufficiency of Icverets and partridges, he falls
npon rats, mice, serpents, toads, and lizards,
which he destroys in great numbers, and there-
by renders one service to mankind. Insects,
shell-fish, and even the hedge-hog, at times, be-

come his prey. He attacks bees and wasps for
the
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