http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

NATURAL HISTORY. 163

place of greater security and carries them to it
one after the other. “T'hey come blind into the
world, and like dogs also they grow from
cighteen months to two years, and live to the
age of thirteen or fourteen.

The senses of the fox are as good as those of
the wolf; his smelling is more acute, and the
organs of his voice are more supple and more
perfect. The wolf only howls, while the fox
yelps, barks, and has a mournful cry like that
of the peacock. Ile varies his tones also ac-

_cording as he is affected. He has tones expres-
sive of dcsire, sorrow, and pain ; the latter of
which he never uses but when shot or deprived
of some member, for e complains of no other
wound, and like the wolf, when attacked with
cudgels only, he never utters a sound, but de-
fends himself withbraveryand courage, though
in obstinate silence until thelast gasp. Hebites
dangerously and with such determined fury that
it is difficult to make him quit his hold. His
yelping is a kind of quick barking, which he
generally terminates by raising his voice and
resembling the cry of a peacock. In winter,
especially daring frost, he yelps continually,
but in the summer he is almost entirely mute,
and at this season he sheds his hair. The skin
of young foxes, or those taken in summer, are
held in little esteem.  The flesh of the fox is
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