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not so bad as that of the wolf ; dogs, and even.
men, eat it in autumn, especially if he has been
fattened with grapes; and in winter good furs
are made of his skin. He sleeps so sound that
ke may be closely approached without being
awakened ; hesleeps in a round position like a
dog, but when he only meansto rest, hestretches
out his hind Iegs and lies flat upon his belly.
In this posture he watches for birds as they
perch on the hedges, who no sooner perceive
him, than they set up shrill cries to warn their
neighbours against their mortal enemy : the jays.
and magpies in particular will follow him for
some hundred paces, constantly repeating their
cries as a warning. The fox has a very dis-
agreeable odour, which malkes it necessary to
keep themin stablesatadistance from thehouse,
and this perhaps might be the reason why those -
I reared were less tame than the wolf, with whom
this precaution was unnecessary. At the age
of five or six months the young foxes began to
chace the ducks and fowls, npon which account
I was obliged {o chain them, and although
I kepi these very foxes for more than two years,
they never attempted to touch a fowl while
they were so confined ; a live hen was fre-
quently fixed near them for a whole night, and
although they had previously been kept short
of food, they never forget they were chained,
and
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