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only assert it on the authority of Albertus, ft4

pears to me so doubtful, that I am inclined to

think that they have no intercourse, but form

two distinct and separate species; for if the

pine-weasel were only a wild marten, or the

marten only a tame pine-weasel, the former

would uniformly preserve the same characteris

.ics, and the latter would vary; as in the wild

eat, which always remain the same, and the

domestic one assumes all sorts of colours.

The marten, on the contrary, never varies; it

characteristics are as peculiar and permanent as

iwse ofthe pine-weasel; this alone is sufficient

o wove they are not simple varieties, but dif

ferent species. It:decd there is not the smallest

reason for terming the marten a domestic ani

mal, since he is in no degree more tame than

the fox, 'who, like him, approaches the habita

tion of men in search of prey, nor has he any
more communication with man than any other

animal whom we call wild and savage. Equally
in disposition and temperament does the marten

(lifer from' the pine-weasel; the latter shuns

open countries, confines itself to the bosom of

the forest, and is never in great numbers but in

cold climates, while the former approaches our

habitations, even takes up his residence in old

buildings, hay-lofts, and in holes in the wall.

- BeSides,


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


