
NATUtAL flISTOItY. lID

i3esides, this species is diffused in great nuni'.

bers over all the temperate countries, and are

even found in hot ones, as Madagascar, and

the Maldive Islands, and is never met with iii

the northern regions

The marten has a sharpcountenance, alively

eye, supple limbs, flexible body, all its moveim

ment are quick, and he rather leaps and

bounds than walks; with great facility he

climbswalls, enters pigeon-houses, and devours

eggs, pigeons, fowls, mice, rats, moles, and birds

in their nests. I reared and kept one of them

a considerable time. lie was easily tamed to

a certain degree, but appeared incapable of

attachment, and retained so much of his wild

disposition, that I could not suffer him to go at

large. He made war upon the rats, and

ha-rassedthe poultry whenever they came within

his reach. Though fastened by the middle of

the., body, he often got loose; at first he went to

no great distance, would return in a few hours,

but withrntt testifying the smallest joy or 'af

fection to any one person, and being hungry
he would call for food like a cat or dog; hi

excursions became afterwards more and more!'

long, and at length he finally disappeared. H

was thenabout ayear and a halfold; seemingly'

at the age when Nature had assumed her full

ascendancy.
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