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180 BUFFON’S

ascendaney.: Saladand hérbsexcepted,nofhing
eatable came amiss to him ; he was very tond
of honey, and preferred hemp-seed to every
other grain. Weremarked that he drank fre<
quently, that he sometimes slept two days with«
out intermission, and at others he would keep
awake for two or three days together; that be-
fore going to sleep he would fold himself up
in a round posture, and cover his head with
his tail ; that while awake he was in a perpe-
tual mofion, so violent and troublesome, that
even had he not worried the fowls, there wounld
have been a necessity for chaining him to pres
vent his breaking every thing to pieces. I had
several other martens of a more advanced agc,
which had been taken in traps, but they re-
mained totally wild, bit every person who at-
tempted to touch them, and would eat nothing
but raw flesh.

_ This animal, it is said, brings forth as often
as cats; and as we find young ones from spring
to autumn, we may, indeed, presume that she
breeds more than once a year; and though the
younger females do not produce more than
three or four, those more advanced in age
havesix or sevenatatime. When about to be
delivered they take up their residence in some
hay-loft, or in the holes of a wall, which they

stuf¥



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


