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essential characters, they may with safety be

pronounced two distinct species. The ferret

has a longer and thinner body, a narrowerhead,

and a sharper snout than the polecat. It has

not the same sagacity in providing its subsist

ence, and unless taken care of and nourished

in the house, it cannot even exist, at least in

our climates, for those which have been lost in

the burrows of rabbits have never multiplied,

but most probably perished by the severity of

the winter. The ferret also, like other domes

tic animals, varies in colour, and is as corn

mon in hot countries as the polecat is scarce.

The female is conspicuously smaller than the

male; and when in season, Gesner says, she

has even been known to die if her desires were

not gratified. They are reared in casks or

chests, where it is usual to furnish them with:

beds of flax. They sleep almost perpetually,

but no sooner are hiey awake than (hey eagej

ly seek for food, which consists of bran, 'D!'C'q.d7

Milk) &c. The females bri;' forth Iwire a

year, and go si weeks N601 thiefr youig.

Some of them eat their young' al,.ro,;'.1 as soon.

as they are brought forth, are imindiith in

season again, and then have dice itc iii

the year, each of which consists of from five

to nine.

VOL. Vie C c This


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


