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190 BUFFON'S

This animal is by nature a mortal cnemy to

the rabbit. Ifeven a dead one is presented to
a young ferret, although he have never seen a
rabbit before, heflies at and tears it with fury ;
but if it be alive, he scizes it by the nose or
throat, and sucks its blond. When let into the
burrows of rabbils, it Is necessary {o muzzle
him, that he may nrot kill them in their holes,
but only oblige them to run out that they may
be entrapped in the nets ; besides, if lie is suf-
fered to go in unmuzzled, thereis great danger
of his being lost ; for having sucked the blood
of the rabbit, he will fall asleep ; and smoking
the hole is not always a successful expedient to
bring him back, because as the burrows fre-
quently communicate with each other, he is
apt to be the more bewildered the more he is
surrounded with smoke. The ferret is also
made use of by boys in searching for bird’s
nests in the holes of walls or trees.

Strabo says the ferret was brought from
Africa into Spain ; which does not appear void
of foundation, as Spain is the native climate of
rabbits, and the country where formerly these
animals most abounded. Itis probable, there-
fore, that the rabbits having increased so much
as to become incommodious, the ferret was in-
troduced to diminish them, instead of encou-

raging
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