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106 BUTFON’S

have not a regular walk, but bound forward by
unequal and precipitate leaps ; when inclined
to mount a tree they makea spring, by which
they aie selevated several feetat once; and thus
they also act wiien they attempt to seize a bird.

These animals have also a very strong and
disagrecable smell, which 1s much worse in
simumer than winter, and when pursued or
irritated they infect the air to a great distance.
They always move with all possible silence,
and never exert their voices but when they are
hurt, of which the sound is rough, and very
expressive of anzer.  As their own odour is
very bad they secin to feel no iiaconvenience
from any foreizn stench. A peasant in my
neighbouriiood took three new-litiered weasels
ont of the carcass of a woll, which had been
suspersled by its hind legs from a branch of a
tree; for theagh the wolf was almost rotten,
the fewale weasel had bronght grass and
Jeaves, and made a bed for her young in the
thorax of thiis puirid carcass,
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