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north, which he attributes to the exhalaion

of the soil. From the Vicomte Qnerhoënt 1

understand that rats multiplied so fast on their

first introduction to the isle of France, as even

to compel the Dutch to leave it: they have

been somewhat lessened by the French, but

they still remain in great numbers. He adds,

that when a rat has resided some time in India

he acquires a very strong smell of musk; and

this is confirmed by M. la Boullaye-1e-Gou

in his voyages. The Dutch voyagers also say

that there are scented rats in Madura.

THE MOUSE.

TIlE mouse is much smaller than the rat,

more numerous and more generally diffused.

Its instinct, temperament, arid disposition 'I's

the same; and it differs only in its weakness,

and the habits resulting from it. Timid by

nature, and familiar from neccssity, fear and

want are the sole springs of its actions. It

never leaves its hiding place but to seek for

food; nor does it go from house to house, like

the rat, unless forced; nor i it near so miss,
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