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of the long-tailed field-mouseis more consider-
able. The latter brings forth more than once
a year, and gencrally nine or ten at a time,
while the rat seldom produces more than five
or six. A peasant, on my estate, took twenty-
two out of one hole, consisting of two dams
and twenty young oncs.

This animal is very generally diffused over
Europe. It is found in Sweden, and is called
by Linnweus, mus caude longa, corpore nigro
flavescente, abdomine albo. Itisvery common
in France, Italy, and Switzerland. Gesner
calls it mus agrestis major. 1t is also in Ger-
many and England, where it is called the field-
mouse. Its greatest enemics are the wolf, foxy
marten, birds of prey, and its own species.

TBE WATER-RAT,
SeCre———rsret

THIS animal is about the size of a common
rat,but in habitsand disposition more resembles
the oiter than the rat. Like theotteritfrequents.
fresh water; isfound on the borders of rivers, ri«
valets,and ponds,and seldom feeds onany thing
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