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NATURAL HISTORY.

{he corn begins to ripen they collect topether
from all quarters, and frequently do great da-
mage by cutting the stalks to come at the cars;
they also scem to follow the reapers ¢ and pick
up all the grain that falls. When the glean-
ings arc exhausted, they resort to the new-sown
lands, and rot unoften destroy the hopes of
the succeeding year. At the end of autumn,
and in winter, most of them withdraw into the
woods where they feed on beech-mast, nuts
and acorns. Some years they appear in such
great numbers that they would destroy every
ihing were they to continue for any length of
time, but for want of food they eat each other,
and are also destroyed by the long-tailed field-
mouse, the fox, wild cat, marten, and weasel.
In ifs internal parts, this animal more resem-
bles the water-rat than any other ; but exter-
nally it differs from him in many essential
characters: First, in size, the campagnol not
being more than three inches long, whereas
tlie water-rat is seven; secondly, by the
dimensions of its head and body, those of
the former being thicker in proportion than
those of the latter; thirdly, by the 1englh
of the tail, that of the campagnol hot ex-
ceeding oné third, while that of the water
rat is neaily tiwo thirds the length of its body ;
aitd lastly, by appelite and inclinations, for
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