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derived from them. Their skin is of little or
no value, and their flesh, though people do eat
it, is very indifferent ; a circumstance which
might in some measure be removed, by rearing
them in warrens, where they might have air,
space to range in, and an agreeable choice of
herbs. Those kept in houses have the same
kind of bad taste with the house rabbit, and
those kept in gardens during summer their

flesh is less disagreeable, but still insipid.
These animals are of so hot a nature that
they begin to copulate so carly as at five or six
weeks old ; their growth, however, is not com-
pleted before the end of cight or nine months,
though their increase is in bulk and fat only
after the sixth, by which time all their solid
parts are completely developed. The females
go with young three weeks, and they have
been known to bring forth at the age of two
months. The first litters do not consist of
more than four or five, the second five or six,
and afterwards they will sometimes have eleven
or twelve. She does not suckle her young
more than twelve or fifteen days, and when the
male returns to her, which he never failsto do
three weeks after she has littered, she drives
them from her, and if they persist in following
he often kills them. Thus these animals bring
forth
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