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926 BUFION’S

forth at least every two months; and as their
voung produce in the same period their mul-
tiplication is astonishing.  In one ycar 1000
mizht be obtained from a single couple; but
their consequent increase is checked by the
various means of their destruction; they perish
from cold and wet; without resistance they
suffer themselves to be devoured by the cats;
the females, hot having had time to form an
attachment to their young; sce them destroy-
cd without attempting to protect them. They
seem 1o have no distinct sentiment but that of
love, and when disputing for a particular- fe-
male they will shew themselves susceptible of
anger, fight bitterly, and are sometimes killed
in the conflict before they will yield. They
pass their lives in ealing, sleeping and love:
their sleep is short, but frequent; they eat
every hour, night and day, and indulge in
their amours as ofien as they eat; they emit
uring ¢very minute, althéugh they scarcely
ever drink. They feed on all sorts of herbs,
especially parsley, which they prefer to grain
or bread 5 of apples, and other fruits, they are
also very fond. Like tlic rabbit they eat little
at a time, but precipitately, and very often.
They grunt like a young pig; make a chirping
noise when pleased with their females, and have
a sharp
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