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neither the one nor the other, is a kind of mon-
ster, because it unites the attributes of two
such different genera, and resembles none of
those models presented to us in the grand classes
of Nature. It is an imperfect quadruped, and
a still more imperfect bird ; as a quadruped it
should have four feet, and as a bird it should
have feathers and wings. In the bat the fore
teetare, properly, neither feet nor wings, though
ihe animal uses them for the purpose of flying
and dragging himself along the ground ; they
are two shapeless extremities, of which the
bones are of an enormous length, and con-
nected by a membrane neither covered with
feathers nor hair like the rest of the body ;
they are a kind of small wings or winged
paws, in which we only see one claw about an
inch inlength, and with which the other four,
though very long, must act in conjunction, as
they have no peculiar movements, no separate
functions; they are a kind of hands ten times
larger than the feet, and four times longer

tban the whole body of the animal; in a

word, they are parts which have rather the

appearance of capriceand accident, than a re-

gular, production. This membrane covers the

arms, forms the wings, or hands, of the ani-

mal, is unjted {o the skin of the body, and, at

the
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