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244 BUFFON’S

devour meat of all kinds, whether raw or roast-
ed, fresh or corrupted.

There were but two species of bats described
as natives of our climate; un'il M. Daubentor
discovered five others equally common and
abundant, which renders it astonishing they
shoul.l have remained so long unmoticed. The
whole of them are widely different, and never
dwelltogether.  The first is the common bat,
( fig. 86 ) which we have already described.
The uext is the long-cared, (fig. 84.) which
is perhaps more numernus than the common
bat; its body is more diminutive, its wings
are s horter, its snout smaller and mare pointed,
and its ears large beyond ail proportion. The
third species, which I ¢2li the noctule, from
the Italian word wnoctil/a, was not known,
though very common in France, and more fre-
quently met with than the two preceding. I¢
is found under the ronfs of lhiouses, castles, and
churches, and in hollow trees; it is almost as
large as the common bat, its ears are broad
and short, its hair of a reddish cact, and
its veice sharp and picrcing.  The fourtls
is distinguished by the name of the se-
roline ; 1t is smaller than the common hat or
the noctule, and nearly the size of the long-
eared ; its ears, however, are sharp, and point-
ed, its wingsare black, and its body of a deep

brown..
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