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NATURAL HISTORY. 217
back. They are all white or whitish under
the neck and belly ; the white of the lerot is
beautiful, that of the loir more dark, and that
of the dormouse has a yellow line in all the in-
ferior parts.

There is no truth in the assertion that
ihese animals slecp during winter, for they are
not in a state of natural sleep, but in a torper
produced by thecoldness of theblood, by which
ihey lose the use of their senses-and members.
Their internal heat does not exceed the tem-
perature of theair. 'When the heat of the air is
icn degrees above the freezing point, their heat
is exactly thesame. The ball of a small ther-
snometer I have plunged into the bodies of
scveral living lerots,and always found the heat
of their bodies was ncarly equal to the tem-
perature of the air; and sometimes when ap-
plied te the very heart, I have observed the
thermometer fall frem half a degree to a whole
one, the temperature of the air being at cleven.
Now it is well known that the internal heat
of man, and of the generality of quadrupeds, at
all times exceeds thirty, and therefore there is
{ittle rcason to be surprised that these animals,
svhose heat is so small, sheuld become torpid,
when their little internal heat ceases to be
assisied by the external heat of the air; a cir-

cumstance
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