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THE BEAR.

THERE is no animat so generally known,
about which naturalists have differed so much:
as the bear, their doubts and even contradic-
tions, with respect to the nature and manners
of this animal, seem to have arisen from their
not distinguishing the different species, and
consequently ascribing to onc the properties
belonging to another. In the first place, the
land-bear ( fig. 92.) must not be confounded
with the sca-bear, or as it is commonly called
the white bear (fig. 938.), or bear of the frozen
sea ; these animals being very different botlx
in the form of their bodies and natural dis-
positions. The land bears must be also distin-
guished into two species, the brown and the
black; because having neither the same incli-
nations nor natural appetites, they cannot be
considered as varieties of the same. species.
Besides, there are some land bears that are
white, but which, although they resemble the
sea-bear in colour, differ from it in every other

particular,
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