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particalar. These white land-bears we meet
with in Great Tartary, Muscovy, Lithuania,
and other northern countries. It is not the
rigour of the climate which renders them
white during the winter, like the hares and
ermines, for they are brought forth white and
remain-so all their lives. We ought, therefore,
to consider them as a fourth species, if there
were not also found bears with an intermixture
of brown and white, which denotes an inter-
mediate race between the white land-bear, and
the brown or black, consequently the former is
only a variety of ene of these species.

We frequently meet with the brown bear in
the Alps, but the black-bear very rarely. But in
the forests of the northern countrics of’ Lurope
and Ameriea, the latter is very common. The
brown one is both fierce and carnivorous, but
the black-bear is only wild, and constantly re-
fuses to eat flesh. Of this we cannot givea
more siriking testimony than what M. du Pratz
relates in his history of Louisiana. ¢ The
bear, says he, (speaking of the black one) ap-
pears in Louisiana in winter, because the snows
which ~cover the northern countries prevent
him from procuring his usual food, which con-
sists of reots, acorns, and vegetables in general ;
but milk and heney form his favourité repast,
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