e
http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

72 BUFFON’S

and when he meets with those arficles he will
sooner die than relinquish them. In defiance
of the prevailing notion that the bear is carni-
vorous, I maintain, with every person of this
province, and the circumjacent countries, that
he is not so. Thesc animals bave never becn
known to devour men, noreven to eat butcher’s
meat, notwithstanding their multitude, and
the excesses of hunger which they often suffer.
While I resided at the Natches, one winter was
so severe in the northern regions, that the bears
flocked from them in great numbers ; so great
indeed that they starved each other, and were
very meagre. In the night they were frequently
secn roaming into housesand farm-yards,which
were not properly shut, where they might have
feasted upon meat, but they never touched it,
nordevoured aughtbutsuch grain asthey could
pick up. If they had possessed a carnivorous
disposition, it must have shewn itself upon such
a pressing occasion. They never kill animals

to devour them ; and were they in reality car-
ntvorous, they would not abandon their own

snowy regions, where they might find men and

animals at discretion, to search for fruit and

roots, an aliment which carnivorous tribes re-

ject.” M. du Pratz addsin a note, that since

writing theabove passage, he had learned, with

ccrtainty,_




	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


