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however, deprived of sensation, like the dor»
mousc or marmot, but being exceedingly fat
towards the end of autumn, which is the time
he retires, he seems rather to subsist on the ex-
uberance of his former flesh, and does not quit
his retrcat untik he is nearly wasted. Weare
told that the male quits his den towards the
expiration of forty days, but that the female
remains four months, by which time she has
brought forth her young; that they not only
subsist but nourish their young, without taking
any food forsucl a length of time I think high-
ly improbable. Iallow that when with young
they are exceedingly fat, and also, that being
eovered with very thick hair, sleeping the
greatest part of the time, and taking no cxer-
cise, thcy must lose little by perspiration. But,
if it be true, that the males are impelled by
hunger to quit their retreats at the end of for-
ty days, it is not natural to imagine that thc
females should feel a less want of food, after
bringing forth and suckling their young ones,
unless we suppose that, lke cats, they some-
times devour their offspring, of which, in my
opinion, there is no probability. Besides, at
present we speak only of the brown bear, the
males of which do, in reality, devour their
new-born cubs when they find them ; but the
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