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{oxicale them, by pouring brandy, or otlier
spirits, upon honey, which being their favorite
food they scarch for in the hollows of trees.
In Louisiana and Canada, where the black
bears are common, and where they reside in
ihe decayed parts of old trecs, they are taken
by setting fire to their retreats, which, as they
climb trees with great case, arc sometimes 0
or A0 feet high. If this attack be made upon
a female with her young, she descends firstand
is killed before she reaches the ground ; as the
cubs follow they are easily secured, by throw-
ing a noose round their necks, and are carried
home, cither to rear, or kill for eating.
The flesh of the ycung is delicate and good,
and that of theold one eatable; but as the lat-
ter is mixed with an oily fat, the paws alone,
which are more firm, can be considered as a
delicacy.

The hunting of the bear without being
dangerous, is highly profitable, when attended
with success 5 of all coarse furs their skins are
the most valuable, and the quantity of oil pro-
cured from one bear is considerable. The
fleshand fat arc boiled together, and then the
oilis separated ; ¢ this done”, says Du Praiz,
“¢ it is purified by throwing into it, while very
hot a large quantity of salt and water ; a thick

smoke
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