
NATURAL HISTORY.

river in East Florida, which was seven feet

long, weighed 400lbs. and from which 60

Paris pints of oil were drawn.

THE BEAVER.

AS man becomes civilized and improved,

other animals are repressed and degraded. Re

duced to servitude, or treated as rebels, and

dispersed by force, all their societies are dis

solved, and their talents rendered nugatory;

their arts have disappeared, and they now

retain nothing but their solitary instincts, or

those foreign habits which they have acquired

by example or human education. For this

reason there remain no traces of their ancient

talents and industry, except in those countries

where man is a stranger, and w here, undis

turbed by him for a long succession of ages,

they have freely exercised their natural talents,

brought them to their limited perfection, and

been capable of uniting in their common de

signs. The beaver seems to be the only re
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