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maining monument of that intclligence ia
brutes, which though infinitely inferior in
principle to that of man, supposes common
projects and relative views; projects which
having society for their basis, and for their
object the construction of a dike, the erection
of a residence, or the foundation of a republic,
imply some method of understanding cach

other, and of acting in concert.
The beaver is said to be among quadrupeds
what the bee is among insects. Of societies
there are three species in nature which we
ought to consider attentively before we begin
to compare them ; namely, the free society of
man, to which, next to God, he is indebted
for all his power; the constrained society of
large animals, always rendered transitory by
the human species; and the forced society of
certain little animals, which, coming into ex-
istence at one time, and in the same place, are
obliged to live together. An individ:al, soli-
tary as he comes from the hands of the Creator,
is a sterile being, whose industry is confined
to the use of his senses; nor is man himself,
in a state of pure nature, unassisted by the -
aids of socicty, capable of multiplying or of
being edified. All society, on the contrary,
necessarily becomes fruitful, provided it be
composcd
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