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and consistency of the flesh of land-animals,
while the tail and posteriors have the smell, sa-
vour, and other gualities of fish. As for the
tail it is even an extremity, an actual portion
of a fish fixed to the body ofa quadruped; itis
a foot long, an inch thick, and five orsix inches
broad ; it is entircly covered with scales, and
has a skin altogether the same as that of a large
fish. 'These scales may be scraped off with a
knife, and then the impressions are to be seen
on the skin as in all scaly fishes.

It is in the beginning of summer that the
beaversassemble; they employ Julyand August
in the construction of their banks and habita-
tions ; in September they collect their provi-
sions of bark and wood, and afterwards, enjoy-
ing the fruits of their labour, they experience
the sweets of domestic tranquillity ; this is the
time of repose, and what is more the season of
love. Acquainted with, and prepossessed in
favour of each other, from habit, from the
pleasures and fatigues of a common labour, no
couple is formed at random, nor by physical ne-
cessity, but by inclination and chnice. Happy
in each other, they pass the months of autumn
and winter together, and scarcely ever separate.
With every thing at home they can wish fors
they never go out but upon agreeable and use-
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