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fill excursions; on which occasions they bring

home fresh bark, which they preftbr to what is

loo dry, or has been too much soaked in water.

The females are said to go four months with

young; they bring forth t)wards the close

of winter, and have two or three at a time.

Nearly at this period the males leave them,

and retire into the couiiry to enjoy all the

sweets of the spring ; they pay occasional visits

to their habitations, but reside there no more.

The females, however, remain in them em

loycd in sticking, tending, and re-ring their

young, who are in a condition to follow them

at the expiration of a few weeks; at which

time they, in their turn, make some excursions,

feeding on crabs, fishes, and bark of young

trees; and pass the whole ofthe summer upon

the water or in the woods. They are not

thoroughly collected again till autumn, unless

their ba1k, or dwellings, should happen to be

damaged by an inundation, in which case they

assemble betimes to make the necessary re

pairs. They are more fond of residing in

some places than others, and have been ob

served to return every summer, after their

works have beers repeatedly demolished, to re

pair them, till harassed by this persecution,
and weakened by the loss of several of their

troop;
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