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was always bent upon degrading man to exalt
Nature ; would he have forborne to have com-
parcd the labours of Romulus with thoseof the
beavers? It seems, therefore, that their in-
dustry, and talents for building were unknown
to the ancicnts ; and althouch in latter ages,
beavers have been found in Norway, and other
northern parts of Europe, with habitations of
their own construction ; and though there be
no reason to doubt the ancient beavers did not
build as well as the modern, yet as the Ro-
mans did not penetrate so far north, it is not
surprising they should have been unnoticed by
their writers.

Several authors have said, thatthe beaver,
being an aquatic animal, could not live solely
on land ; but this opinion is erroncous, for the
young beaver sent me from Canada was reared
in the house, and when taken te the water was
afraid of it, and refused to go in; when plunged
into the bason, there wasa necessity to hold him
there by force ; but in a few minutes he became
perfectly reconciled; afterwards, whenleft toLiis
liberty, he would frequently return to it of him-
sclf, and even roll upon thedirt and wet pave-
ment.  One day he escaped and descended by
a stair-case into the subterrancous vaults in the

toyal Garden, and swama considerable time in
the
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