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necessity of voiding his excremenls, he drops

them. close to the threshold of the door, and as

soon as that is opened pushes them out. This

habit of cleanliness is natural to them, and our

young beaver never failed to purify his apart

ment in this manner. At the age of one year

lie gave a sign of ardour for a female, which

seems to be a proof hehad then nearly attained

his full growth ; therefore their duration of life

cannot be very long, and it is proba1y wrong

to extend it to fifteen or twenty years. The

beaver I had was very small for his age; a cir

cumstance that is not surprising, since lie bad

been in perpetual confinement from his earliest

days, and from being unacquainted with water

until lie was nine months old, he could be ex

pected to grow and expand like those who,

while they enjoy their, liberty, range at plea

sure in that. element which seems to be almost

as necessary to them as that of land.

SUPPLEMENT.

IN confirmation of our former remarks that

beavers might be easily tamed, TNT. Kalm, in

his Voyages, says, that he had seen beavers so

tame
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