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S16 BUFFON’S

in the night, killing all the poultry, and eating
only their heads. "When chained he would
use much art, permitting the fowls to partake
of his food, until supposed security had put
them oft their guard, and they came within his
rcach, when he would seize and tear them to
pieces. Heopened oysters with great dexterity,
putting them under his hind feet, and thenen-
tering the weakest part with his fore claws se-
parated the shells in an instant : he performed
this, as well as all other of his operations, by
fecling alone, seldom making use cither of his
eye or his nose. lle docs not appear to
have much gratitude for favors, but is very
revengeful if ill treated, fora servant having gi-
ven him a few strokes with a whip, he would
never afterwards suffer him to come near with-
out expressing the utmost rage; flying at the
man,making the most violent cries,and refusing
everything offered until he disappeared. W hen
attacked by any thing stronger than himself he
makes no resistance, but rolls himself up some-
thing in the manner of a hedge-hog, and in
which state he will even suffer himself to be
killed without uttering the smallest complaint.
Ile never lies upon any bed, butinvariably
turns out the straw, or any thing put into his
house to answer that purpose. He does not

appear
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