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size, and repress his courage ; but it appears

absolutely impossible that this animal, which

inhabits tile tropical regions only, and to whom

Nature, to all a)pcarance, has shut up every

avenue to the north, should pass from the

southern part of Asia or Africa into America,

those continents being divided towards the

south by immense seas. From this circum

stance it is probable that the puma is not the

lien, deriving its origin from those of the old

continent and since deenerated, but that lie is

an imal peculiar to nierica, like other aid

mals found on the new continent.

Wlnn (lie Europeans first discovered Ame

rica., the quadrupeds, birds, fishes, insects,

plants, and almost every thing appeared to be

diiknt. from what they had sect before. Of

this new world it was thercfbrc necessary to de

nominate the principal objects. As the names

given by the natives were for the most part bar

barous and difficult lo pronounce or remem

ber, names were borrowed from the Eoropeari

languages, especially from the Spanish and

Portugueze. In this dearth ofdenominations,

a small affinity in external appearance, size, or

figure, was sufficient to attribute to unknown

objects the names of those that were familiar.

hence the doubt, perplexity, and confusion

which has considerably increased, since, at the

same
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