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those of Africa ; that they have neither their

size, nor fierceness, nor colour ; that. they are

neither red, nor yellow, nor grey ; that they

have no matte, and that they have a custon of

cliinbmg U) trees. Differing, then, from the

lion in size, colour, form of the head, length

of the tail, want of the mane, and lastly, in

natural habits, no longer ought the Puma of

America to be coifou;ded with the real lion

of Africa or Asia.

Though this noble animal inhabits only the

hottest regions, yet he will live, and, with care,

might even breed in temperate ones. Gcsncr

mentions that lions were brought forth in

the mcnagerie of Florence ; and Willoughby

tells us, that at Niphs, a lioness which had

been confined with a lion, produced five w-lielps

at one litter. Such examples are rare, but if

true, they prove that lions are not absolutely

averse to mild climates. At present there are

none of them in the southern parts of Europe;

so early as the (lays of Homer, there were no

lions in Peloponnesus, yet they existed in

Thrace, Macedonia, and Thiessaly, in the time

of Aristotle. It is, thQrcfbre, evident that in

all ages they have given the preference to the

hottest climates that they seldom resided in

temperate ones, and never in the frozen regions
of the north. The naturalists above quoted,

though
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