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NATURAL HISTORY. 343

gunide, or purveyor, and it is said that he always
accompanies or precedes the lion, to direct him
to his prey. This is a small weak animal,
which sometimes follows the lion, though he
would most probably avoid him, did he not
frequently come in for a share of that spoil
which the lion leaves.

The lion, when hungry, boldly attacks all
animals that come in his way; but as he is
very formidable, and they all seek to avoid
him, he is often obliged to conceal himself for
an opportunity of taking them by surprise.
This he does by couching upon his belly in
some thicket, where he patiently waits the ap-
proach of his prey, and which he springs at
with such force as often to seize it the first
bound ; but if in the end his prey escapes, he
stands motionless, and seems hurt at the disap-
pointment. In the desarts and forests gazelles
and monkeys arc his common food ; the latter,
however, he only takes when upon the ground,
as he cannot climb trees like the tiger or
puma. He devours as much at once as will
serve him for two or three days. His teeth
are_so strong that he easily breaks the bones
and swallows them with the flesh. He is said
to be capable of supporting hunger for a long
tume, but from the heat of his temperament he

is less patient of thirst; he drinks as often as
he
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