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3516 BUFFON’S NATURAL HISTORY.

by their mothers, nor are there any animals
able to resist the lion but the clephant, rhino-
ceros, tiger, and hippopotamus.

IHowever powerful this animal may be it is
not uncommon for large dogs, supported by
men on horseback, to chace, dislodge, and force
him to retire 3 but itis necessary for both dogs
and horses to have been well disciplined, as
animals tremble and fly at the very smell of the
lion. Though his skin is firm and compact it
is not proof against a ball, or even a javelin ;
yet he is seldom dispatched with one blow.
He is often taken like wolves, by slightly co-
vering a pit, and fastening a live animal over
it. 'When thus entrapped all his fury sub-
sides, and if advantage is laken of the first
moments of his surprise and shame, he may be
chained, muzzled, and conducied any where
without resistance.

The flesh of the lion is of a strong and dis-
agrecable flavour, yet the Negroes and Indians
do not dislike it, and frequently make it part
of their food. The skin, formerly the tunic
of heroes, serves these people for a mantle;
they likewise preserve the grease, which is of

a penctrating quality, and is of some use in
medicine.
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