
ti tues Ouucc. In .Africa, and in tl1e sontl1ern 

parts of 1\.sia, these anirnals arc conunon ; but 

the real tiger, and the only one which ought to 
~ ~ 

be so called, is scarce,. 'vas little known hy the 

ancients, and is badly described by the nlo­
derns. ilristotle docs not n1cntion him ; and 

Pliny merely speaks of hirn as an animal of 
\ 

prodigious velocity ; tren1endce 7;elocitalis ani· 
Jnal ; * adding, that he 'vas a much more 

scarce anilnal than the Panther, since Augus­

tus presented the first to the I~omans at tl1e 
dedication of the thea·re of Marcellus, while 

so early as the ti1nc ofScaurus, this iEdile sent 
150 panthers, and afterwards 400 vrere gi vcu 

by Po1npfy, and 420 by A ngustus, to the 
public she\vs at l{on1e. Pliny, however, gi vcs 

no description of the tiger, or any of its cha­

racteristics. Oppian and Solinus appear to 
be the first 'vho observed that the tiger is mark .. 

ed 'vith long streaks, ·and the panther with 

round spots. This., indeed, is one of t-he cha­

racteristics which distinguishes the true tiger 

fron1 a Btltnber of animals that have been so 

called.. Strabo, in speaking of ihe real tiger, 

gives Megasthcnes as his authurity, for saying 
that in India there are ti~ers twice as lar()'e as .. ~ b 

the lion. l'hc tiger then stands described by 
the ancients as an anirnal that is fierce and. 

• Pliny N~t. H ist. lib. viii. ·cap. :xviii. 
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