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NATURAL HISTORY. 7

acro<s the body, and form rings from one end
of the {zil to the other.  These characteristics
alone are suflicient to distinguish him from all
the animals of prey b longing to the new con-
tinent, as the largest of them scarcely ever ex-
ceed the size of onr mastifls.  Theleopard and
panther of Afiica and Asia, thongh much
smaller than the tiger, are larger than the ra-
pacious animals of South America. Pliny,
whose testimony cannot be doubted (since pan-
thers were daily exposed, in his time, at the
theatres in Rome), indicates their essentinl cha-
racteristics, by saying, their hair is whitish, di-
versified throughont with black spots, like eyes,
and that the only difference beiween the male
and female were the superior whitcness of her
hair.

The American animals, which have been
called tigers, havea greater resemblance to the
panther, and yet their difference from that spe-
ciesis very evident.  The first is the Jaguara,
or Junowra, a native of (Guiana, Brasil, and
other parts of South America. Ray, with
some propriety, calls the animal the Pard, or
Brasilian lynx. The Portugucse call him
Ounce, because they had first, by corruption,
given that name to the lynx, and afterwards to
the small panther of India; and the French,
withou! his having the smallest affinity, bave

called
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