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NATURAT HISTORY. g

cither of the above three animals, it is larger

than the wild cat, which it resembles in figure,

but its tail is much shorter, and it differs also

by having its hair diversified with black spots,

long upon the back and round upon the belly.

These four American animals have, thercetore,

very improperly been named tigers. The

cougar and cat-pard I have seen alive, and am

convinced they are of different species, and

still more so from the tiger or panther; and as

for the puma and jaguar, it is evident, from
the testimony of those who have seen them,

that the former is not a lion, nor the laiter a

tiger, and therefore, without scruple, we may
pronounce, that neither the lion, tiger, nor
even the panther, exist in America, any more
than the elephant, rhinoceros, hippopotamus,
camel, or the cameleopard. All these spe-
cies require a hot climate for propagation,
and as none of them exist in the northern re-
gions, it is impossible they should have had
any communication with America. This gene-
ral fact is too important not to besupported by
every proof; we shall, therefore, continue our
comparative enumeration of the animals of
the old continent with those of the new.

It is generally known, that upon horses
being first transported into America they
struck the natives with surprise and terror ;
VOL. VII. C and



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


