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ferent as to authorize the opinion of his being
a different species. e has a rise between his
shoulders, his hair is softer than wool, is longer
before than behind, is curled npon the neck
and along the spine of the back ; he is of a
brown colour, and faintly marked with some
whitish spots ; he has also short legs, which,
like the head and neck, are covered with long
hair ; and the male has a long tail with a tuft
of hair at theend, like that of the lion. These
differences seem to be sufficient grounds for
considering the ox and bison of different spe-
cies, yet I will not pretend to determine they
are so, because the only characteristic which
identifies animals to be of the same specics, is
their propagating and producing similar indi-
viduals, and which fact has never been deter-
mined between the bison and the oxen of Eu-
rope. M. de la Nux, a member of the royal
council of the isle of Bourbon, has favoured me
with a letter, in which he says, the hunched-
back ox of that island propagates with the com-
mon horned cattle; and of great advantage
would it be, if persons who Jive in remote coun-
tries would follow the example of this gentle-
man, in making experimental observations up-
on animals. Nothing could be more easy than
for the inhabitants of Louisiana, to try if the

American bison would copulate with the Lu-
ropean
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