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12 BUFFON’S
ropean cow. Itis probable they would pro-
duce together, and in that case it would be as-
certained that the Biuropean ox, the hunched-
backed species of the iste of Bourbon, the East
India bull and American bison, form only one
species. M. de la Nux proved by experiments,
that the bunch isnot an essential characteristic,
since it disappeared after a few generations ;
and I'have myself discovered that the protube-
rance upon a camel’s back, which, though as
in the bison, is very common, is not a constant
characteristic, and is probably owing to the
healthful state of the body, as I once saw a
sickly camel which bad not the smallest ap-
pearance of a lump. As to the other difference,
nameiy, the hair being more long and soft,
that may be entirely owing to the influence of
the climate, as is the case with goafs, hares,
and rabbits. 'With some appearance of pro-
bability, it may be supposed, (especially if the
American bison produces with the European
cow) that our oxen may have found a passage
over the northern districts to those of North
America, and having afterwards advanced
into the temperate regions of this New World,
they received the impressions of the climate,
and in {ime became bisons.  But till the essen-
tial fact of their producing together be fully
confirmed, I think it right to conclude that our
oxen
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