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i6 BUTFON’S

Dogs, wliese races areso varied, and so nu-~
merously diffused, were not found in America,
unless i a few rude resemblances, whicle it s
diflicuit tuv couzpare with the species at large.
At St. Domingo, says Garcilasso, there were
little aninals called gosgees, not unlike little
dogzs; but there were no dogs like those of ou-
rope. He adds, that the latter, on being trans-
ported to Caubaand St. Domingo, had become
wild, and diminished the number of cattle
which had becowme wild also ; that they com-
miited their devastations in troops of ten or
twelve, and were more deslructive than wolves.
According toJoseph Acosta, there were noreal
dogs in the West Indies, but oniy an animal
resembling small dogs, called by the Peruvians
alcos, which attach themselves to their mas-
ters, and seem to have nearly the same dispo-
sitions as thedog. If we may believe Father
Charlevoix, who quotes no authority, ¢ The
goschis of St. Domingo were little mute
dogs, which served as an amusement to the
ladics, and were also employved in the ¢hace
of other animals. 'Their flesh was good for
cating, and they were of great benefit to the
Spaniards daring the first famines, which
these people expericaced, so that they would
have been exhausted, had {here not been num-
hers of them afterwards bronght from the

continent,
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