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Iike these American animals, perfectly mute.
Furopean dogs bave thriven equally well in
the hot and cold climates of America, and of
all animals they are held in the highest estima-
tion by the sayages ; but they have undergone
essential changes, for in hot countries they
haye lost their voice, in cold ones they have
decreased in size, and in general their ecars
have become straight. Thus they have de-
generated, or rather returned to their primitive
species, the shepherd’s dog, whose ears are
crect, and who barks the least.  From whence
we may conclude, that the dog belongs to the
old continent where their nature has been de-
veloped in the temperate regions only, and
where they appear to have been varied and
brought to perfection by the care of man, for
in all uncivilized conntrics, and in very hot or
cold climates they are ngly, small; and almost
mute,

The Hyana, which is ncarly the sizeof the
wolf, was known to the ancients, and I have
myself seen a living one. It is remarkable
for having an opening between the anus and
tail, like the badger, and from which issucs
a humour that has a strong smell ; also for a
long bristly mane which runs aleng its neck ;
and for a voracity which prompts it (o scrape
up graves and devour the most putrid bodics.
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