
BLIFFON'S

Cats as well as dogs were entire strangers to

the New Continent, and though I formerly

mentioned that a Ii u ntsrnan had taken to Colim

bus a cat which he had killed in the woods of

AI -1crica, I am now convinced that the speciesn

did not then cxit there. I was (lieu less aware

of the abuses which had been made in names,

and I acknowledge I am not. yet. sufficiently ac

quainted with animals to distinguish them with

precision in the fictitious and misapplied deno

minations given them by travellers. Nor is

this to be wondered at, since the no.menclators,

whose reearclics were directed to this object,

have rendered it more dark and intricate by

their arbitrary names and arrangements. To

the natural propensity of comparing I lungs

which we zee for the first time, with those al

ready known, and the almost insuperable diffi

culty of pronouncing the American names be

ing added, weare to impute this misapplication

ofnames which have since been productive of

so many errors. It. is much more easy, for ex

ample, to call a new animal, a wild boar, than

o prcnouncc its name at Mexico, quab-coa-
flUT it ;to call another Am ericanfox, tha.n to re

tain its Brasilian appellation, taiiiandua-guacu ;
to give the name of Pcrutian sliccp, or camel,
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