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26 BUFFON’S

animals have been reduced to servitude, or ad-
mitted into sociely ; while the savage, hardly
desirous of the sociely of his female, either
fears or disdains that of other animals. Of
these species, rendered domestic, it is true, not
one cxisted in America ; but if the savages,
with whom it was peopled, had anciently
united, and had communicated to each other
the mutual aids of society, they would have
rendered subservient the greatest part of the
animals of that country, most of them being
mild, decile, and timid, few mischievous, and
scarcely any formidable.  Their liberty, there-
fore, has been preserved solely from the weak-
ness of man, who has little or no power with-
out the aid of society, upon which even the
multiplication of his species depends.  The
ummense territories of the new world were
but thinly inhabited ; and, 1 believe it may
be asserted, that on its first discovery, it con=
tained not more than half the number of people
that may now be reckoned in Furope. This
scarcity of men allowed cvery other animal to
multiply in abundance ; every thing was i
vourable to their increase, and the number of
individuals of eacly species was iiminense ; but
the number of species were comparatively fcw,.
and did not ameunt to more than a fourth,
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