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59 BUFFON’S

The Baboon, an animal larger than the dog,
and whose body is pursed up like that of the
hy:ena, is exceedingly different from those we
have noticed, and has a short tail : it is equally
endowed with inclination and powers for mis-
chicf, and is only to be met with in the desarts
of the southern parts of the old continent.

Besides these without tails, or with very short
ones, (which all belong to the old continent)
almost all the large ones with long tails, are
peculiar to Africa. There are few even of the
middling size in Amecrica, but those called lit-
tle Jong-tailed monkeys are very numerous, of
which there are several species; and when we
give the particular history of these animals, it
will appear the Amcrican monkeys differ very
much from the apcs of Asia and Africa. The
Maki, of which there arc three or four specices,
has a near resemblance to the monkeys with
long tails, but is another animal, and peculiar
also to the old continent. All the animals,
therefore, of Asia and Africa, which are known
by the namc of apes, are equally as strange in
America as the rhinoceros or tiger ; and the
more we investigate this subject, the more we
shall be convinced that the animals of the
southern parts of one continent did not exist in
the others and the few found in them must have

been
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