
NATURAL HISTORY.

The hares, squirrels, hedge-hogs, otters,

marmots, rats, shrew-mice, and the moles, are

species which may be considered as common

to both continents; though there is not one

perfectly similar in America, to what it is in

Europe; and it is very difficult, if not impos,

sible, to pronounce whether they are in reality

different species, or mere varieties rendered per

manent by the influence of the climate.

The Beavers of Europe seem to be the same

as those of Canada. These animals prefer cold

countries, but can subsist and propagate in tern

pcrate ones. In the islands of the Rhone in

France, there still remain a few of the number

which formerly subsisted there; and they seem

more desirous of avoiding a:too populous than

a too warm country. They never form their

societies but in desarts remote from the dwell

ings of men; and even in Canada, which can

be considered as little more than a vast desar

.they have retired far from any human habita

tion. The Wolf and Fox are common to both

continents. They are met with in all parts of

North America, and of both species; there are

some entirely black. Though the Weasel and

Ermine frequent the cold countries of Europe,

they are very rare in America, which is not

the case with the pine-weasel, marten, and

pole-cat.
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