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NATURAL HISTORY. g

them moreas a stepmother than as an induigent
parent, by denying to them the sentiment of
Tove, and the cager desire to propagate their
species. The American savage, it is true, s
fittle less in stature than other men, yet that is
not sufficient no form an exception to the ge-
neral remark—that all animated nature is com-
paratively diminutive in the new centinent.
In the savage the organs of gencration are
small and feeble ; he hias no hair, no beard, no
ardour for the female; though more nimble
than the European, from being habituated (o
running, he is not so strong; possessed of less
sensibility, yet lie is more timid and dastardly ;
he has no vivacity, no activity of soul, and
that of the body is less a voluntary exereise than
a mecessary action occasioned by want. Sa-
tify his hunger and thirst and you annihilate
the active principle of all his motions ; and he
will remain for days together in a staic of stu-
pid inactivity*. Needless is it to search further
into the cause for the dispersed life of savages,

and

* Mr. Vaillant says, that the Hottentots will sleep for two
or three days together, either from hunger or excess in eat-
ing ; for, when hungry, indolence has suggested to them
the expedient of sleeping instead of the labour of secking
for food, and that by tying a bandage round their bellies
they can do so for the above space, without experie:icing
any consequent inconvenience.
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